PROVERBS

Ch. 21:1-

Proverbs 21:1
A. If God can do this with someone as powerful as a king, He can do this with any man or woman He chooses
    1. He turned the heart of Pharaoh to Joseph; of Saul to David; of Nebuchadnezzar and Darius to Daniel\

B. God may simply do this by arranging other circumstances like banks of a river to guide the flow where He wants it

Proverbs 21:2
A. Sometimes in sincerity, sometimes with deception, we proudly think our ways to be right in our own eyes.
B. We justify things according to our hearts, but God weighs the hearts, knowing that the heart doesn’t justify anything

Proverbs 21:3
A. The way we treat people is important to God---He wants us to do righteousness and justice in this world.
B. God views how we treat others as more important than how we perform religious ceremonies such as sacrifice. 

Proverbs 21:4
A. Often a proud heart is displayed through a haughty look.  There is no shortage of either among humanity.
B. Even the hard work (plowing) of the wicked can be regarded as sin because it is often used for an evil purpose

Proverbs 21:5
A. When good planning is combined with diligent work there will be a harvest of plenty.
B. Those who avoid work, find shortcuts, and cut corners will find failure instead of plenty. 

Proverbs 21:6
A. There are some who hope to deceive their way into money, hoping it can bring them treasures.
B. They hope to find great treasures with little work and put their trust in fleeting fantasy instead of in God.
    1. “Instead of what they hoped for, they find that they were actually seeking death and lose everything.” (Ross)

Proverbs 21:7
A. The wicked often love violence and use it for their gain---God allows such people to reap what they have sown
B. What they do is violence; what they refuse to do is justice. God cares about both and will pass judgment over both.

Proverbs 21:8
A. Some people walk a way that is twisted and perverse---Those who walk this crooked way are guilty before God.
B. The crooked way belongs to the guilty man, the right belongs to the pure---The path we walk will display who we are

Proverbs 21:9
A. A housetop’s corner is small, confined, and exposed, yet sometimes, it is a better place to live.
B. To have the a house but live in constant conflict with a contentious person is misery.   
    1. One would be better off in a more humble living situation and have peace in the home.

Proverbs 21:10
A. When a wicked person does evil, their inward corruption is expressed through their desires.
B. The evil that marks the wicked is expressed in their inability to get along with a neighbor. 
     1. We should be careful of those who can’t get along with other people.

Proverbs 21:11
A. A scoffer is hardened in their rejection of wisdom---A simple person can learn wisdom when the scoffer is punished
B. The Wise don’t need to learn everything through their own misery or that of others---They learn by instruction
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