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Proverbs 22:1
A. Wealth comes in many forms. The wealth of a good name is more valuable than great riches.
B. The person who appreciates the value of a good name, will recognize it’s worth.
     1. Luke 10:20---“Not the power we wield, but the love in which we are held, is our proper joy.” (Kidner)

Proverbs 22:2
A. Luke 16 highlights their differences, yet both rich and poor do have some things in common
B. The rich and the poor share the same Creator. 
    1. Both classes tend to see each other through stereotypes and should remember this towards each other.
    2. People often forget to treat all people with respect, for God can as easily reduce the rich as raise the poor

Proverbs 22:3
A. Wisdom knows there are times when the best response to evil is to hide and let the danger pass
B. Those who do not perceive danger and respond correctly, endure consequences which are like a punishment

Proverbs 22:4
A. Humility and the fear of the LORD are connected
    1. Humility is a proper view of self; fear of the LORD is a proper view of God. 
    2. The person who has these two qualities is well on their way on the path to wisdom.

B. Blessing will come to those who have both qualities. 
    1. They can certainly expect spiritual riches and honor and life, and often those same things materially in this world
    2. “The most humble is the most triumphant Christian---He has the wealth of grace and of glory” (Bridges)

Proverbs 22:5
A. Prov. 13:15 told us that the way of transgressors is hard---Thorns and snares symbolically describe that hard way 
    1. The sinful person treads a road infested with them---If you want fewer temptations, change the road you’re on!

B. Those who have the discipline of wisdom avoid life’s dangers

Proverbs 22:6
A. Training children in the way he should go has at least two senses that complement each other:
    1. A child’s individual way---Discerning strengths and weaknesses and parenting in a way that takes those into account
    2. The concept of the way---the path of wisdom and life in contrast to the way of folly and destruction 
        a. The training prescribed is literally according to the child’s way, implying respect for his individuality and vocation 
        b. The training of a child is to discover and develop their strengths and interests 
        c. “Train up” in Hebrew also signifies dedicate; and is often used for consecrating anything to the service of God 

B. When a child is trained properly, in principle, they will return and not depart from it.
    1. Solomon’s own life displayed that this is a principle and not an absolute promise. 
    2. Other proverbs recognize the youth’s freedom to take up with villains (Prov 2:11-15) and sinners (Prov. 5:11-14) 
    3. Solomon himself strayed from the right path when he was old---1 Kings 11:4

Proverbs 22:7
A. Rich people have more authority and voice in the community than the poor do.
B. Those who borrow money are in a lower place than those who lend money. 
    1. The obvious application is that a wise person will do his best to stay out of debt
    2. The common practice of selling themselves to pay off debts (Exodus 21:2-7) is not appreciably different from the 
         modern debtor who is working to pay off bills
