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Proverbs 14:21
 A. We are commanded to love our neighbor (Levi.19:18, Matt.22:39)---To despise them is to hate, which is to sin
 B. A merciful or generous heart is a happy heart 
     1. The two lines of this proverb shows that whoever has mercy on the poor should never do it in a superior manner 
     2. To do so would show we despise the poor we say we want to help.

Proverbs 14:22
 A. Doing evil is an obvious sin, but even the plotting and devising of evil leads us astray. 
     1. God cares about our heart and mind as well as our outward actions (Matthew 5:21-22).

 B. Wisdom leads us to devise good for others and ourselves, which brings the blessings of mercy and truth 

Proverbs 14:23
 A. As a principle, hard work is always rewarded, if not in profit, there is reward from God and in character building 
 B. If labor leads to profit, then anything that distracts from labor – such as idle chatter – will lead to poverty 
     
Proverbs 14:24
 A. Solomon knew that riches come in many ways, such as wisdom and hard work. 
      1. When this is the case, those riches are like a crown of the wise, both evidence and reward of their wisdom.

 B. For those who reject wisdom, the only crown they get is more folly. Their foolishness is multiplied.

Proverbs 14:25
 A. This is true on an everyday life level, where truth brings light, blessing, and freedom. 
      1. Where lies and false reports dominate, souls will be in darkness and bondage. 
      2. This is also true on a spiritual or ministry level, where God will use the true witness of the preacher to rescue souls

 B. Those who spread lies and false reports practice the evil of their lies.

Proverbs 14:26
 A. One might think that fear always leads to a loss of confidence, but that isn’t how it works with the fear of the LORD     
      1. Our honor, reverence, and sense of awe towards God gives us strong confidence in His love and greatness

 B. God always provides Himself as a refuge for His children----Psalm 46:1

Proverbs 14:27
 A. One might think that fear always leads to less life, not more, but that isn’t how it works with the fear of the LORD        
     1. Proper fear of the LORD is rooted in understanding who God is and who we are in relation to Him. 
     2. That itself is like a fountain of life.

 B. One of many benefits to come from the fear of the LORD is to have a greater measure of God’s care and protection

Proverbs 14:28
 A. Kings focus on the strength of their kingdom---The greater the multitude of people, the greater is the king’s honor
 B. If there are no people to govern, there won’t be much governing
      1. This proverb does not speak THE KINGS viewpoint that large numbers are of little value with the Lord’s presence

Proverbs 14:29
  A. There is great wisdom in controlling one’s response to provoking situations---Being quick to wrath brings regrets
  B. The impulsive, uncontrolled person who quickly reacts without thinking lives in a way that exalts foolishness
