PROVERBS
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I. The remaining words of the wise
   1. Vs.1-2--Don’t envy or associate with evil men
       a. This is a common and often difficult temptation---Evil men may prosper and we may envy their success 
       b. The seemingly quick and easy money and status gained by violence and troublemaking is a temptation to resist
       c. “Destruction”---Much of life is destroyed when envy takes over!


   2. Vs.3-4---Wisdom for the home
      a. With the actual building of a house, wisdom, proper engineering and construction are necessary. 
           1. The same is true of the moral and spiritual values of a home. 
           2. Moral and spiritual values must be built through wisdom and established through understanding

      b. Building a home with God’s wisdom, understanding, and knowledge will rewards spiritually and often materially         
           1. God’s blessing is on the home that seeks and honors His wisdom.


    3. Vs. 5-6---The strength of wisdom
         a. Solomon understood the strength of wisdom, and that folly makes a person weak and vulnerable
             1. Wise men are “able by wisdom to do greater things than others can accomplish by their own strength.”--Poole

         b. The strength of wisdom isn’t solitary; it understands and relies upon the wisdom of others. 
             1. It knows how to use the wise counsel of others and the safety of a multitude of counselors.


     4. Vs. 7-9---The sin of folly
          a. The fool thinks wisdom is overly smart and superior and tend to glory in the lowness of their folly.
               1. A fool---“…has no understanding of it, no heart to desire it, no energy to hold it.” (Bridges)

          b. Often, the fool will be denied influence and a platform of leadership. 
          c. V. 8---Mischievous---This type of person flouts all morality---Eventually the public will have enough of him---V. 9


      5. V. 10---The measure of strength
          a. Adversity of some kind or another comes to everyone. 
              1. Adversity did not make your strength small; it revealed your strength to be small. 
              2. There is a sense in which we should welcome the day of adversity as a revelation of our strength or weakness.
              3. Better to be prepared and ready!


       6. Vs. 11-12---Help those on their way to destruction
           a. The idea is that if we have the opportunity, we should deliver those on their way to destruction 
                1. Esther is one example of someone who did deliver those who are drawn towards death. 
                2. Esther’s courage saved her people, even when it would have been easy for her to ignore her duty.

          b. It would be easy to be indifferent towards these, since they often reject God’s wisdom and are hostile
          c. God does know and consider this, and He does render to each man according to his deeds
              1. It is an easy thing to shut our eyes to injustices and wrongdoing by saying we are not responsible for it.
              2. God makes the fool to answer for his folly, and He also causes the indifferent to answer for their lack of care

