PROVERBS
Prov. 20:9-18
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Proverbs 20:9
A. Many will say what this proverb says, but none with real humility or integrity.
    1. Job 15:14; Ecc. 7:20; 1 John 1:8---“When a man recognizes this he begins to inquire for a Saviour.” (Morgan)

B. Sometimes there are claims to a clean heart or purity from sin by godly men in the Bible
     1. Those are only true in a relative sense, such as the comparison between one’s self and one’s enemies.
     2. “Thousands can testify that the blood of Jesus Christ has cleansed them from all unrighteousness” (Clarke)

Proverbs 20:10
A. Traders used the light weights and measures for selling and the large ones for buying
B. God Himself has fair weights and measures; He expects humanity to have them also.

Proverbs 20:11
A. The standard we are known by will be our actions, not our words   
B. The outside world, our own community, and God in heaven look at our deeds to see if they are pure and right.

Proverbs 20:12
A. Listening and observing are important qualities in a good disciple 
B. Our senses are gifts from God, and we should determine to use them for His honor and glory. 

Proverbs 20:13
A. To love sleep and the laziness connected to it is to bring one’s self to poverty.
B. It takes some initiative and energy to get out of bed and get to work, but the rewards are worth it! 

Proverbs 20:14
A. This is what the buyer cries out---He always wants to speak less of what he wants to buy, hoping to get a better price 
B. The bargaining words turn to boasts--- This reminds us that people will speak falsehoods for their own benefit.

Proverbs 20:15
A. We would think of this pile and we immediately see the value 
B. Solomon then presented the jewel of wise words, and we need to better appreciate their value 

Proverbs 20:16
A. Exo. 22:26-27 says an Israelite could take someone’s outer garment as a deposit or a guarantee for a loan 
     1. However, it had to be returned each evening, so it could be used as a night covering or blanket. 
     2. If the one you loan to himself makes bad loans, be sure to get your deposit from him!
     
B. This would be a really bad financial decision, but it did occur---Gen. 38
    1. The idea is to not get involved with obvious bad or illicit dealings

Proverbs 20:17
A. It’s sweeter because it satisfied our desires to rebel, for adventure, and our love of forbidden thrills. 
B. That sweetness is short-lived and often tastes very bad!  

Proverbs 20:18
A. There is help and wisdom in realizing our own limitations and seeking counsel. 
B. Wise counsel is even more important when great matters are involved – life and death matters, such as war
    1. As believers, we wage spiritual warfare with the wise counsel of God’s word and other believers (Eph. 6:10-18)

