PROVERBS
Proverbs 15:1
A. When people come to us in wrath, we are often tempted to be harsh in response. 
     1. Wisdom shows us the value of a soft answer, one without sharp edges or points. 
     2. That kind of answer can actually turn away wrath.
          a. “Pride and passion on both sides strike together like two flints. We indulge in sarcasm as if we would rather lose 
               a friend than miss scoring a point in the argument. The world excuses this, but the Gospel sets before us our 
               Savior’s example and gives us his spirit; so we should be careful not to provoke a wounded spirit.” (Bridges)

B. A harsh response often only stirs up more anger---It may feel good but ends up making the situation worse
    1. Many conflicts arise because of the temperaments people bring to a confrontation

Proverbs 15:2
A. A wise person will show their use of knowledge by the words they say. Their words demonstrate their wisdom.
    1, It can be difficult to know when to speak, and when to be silent; what to speak, and what to leave unspoken
    
B. A fool will be revealed by their words; what they say proves either their wisdom or folly
    1. Hebrew----Bubble or blurt it out, as a fountain casts out its waters, with a great force and swiftness 

Proverbs 15:3
A. Wisdom understands that we are always under the eye of God, even when we are hidden to human eyes.
B. God will deal with the evil according to His righteous judgment, and He will bless and reward the good. 
    1. Among men, evil is often unpunished and good is often unrewarded – but God sees and notes all
    2. “Beholding”---describes more than that God sees; it is that He is investigating, observing, keeping watch upon evil 
          a. “It is never out of His sight…..He sees as well in the darkness as in the light.” (Morgan)
          b. “Good”---The Lord also sees the good that is often hid from view   

Proverbs 15:4
A. Good words are like a tree that continually brings life---Our words can do far more good than we often think.
B. If someone’s tongue is twisted or corrupt, their words will break the spirit of others. 
     1. Our words can do far more harm than we often think.

Proverbs 15:5
A. A fool would despise the wisdom that comes from a godly parent and God’s word.
     1. A bad attitude about parental teaching will determine our lifelong attitude on authority and instruction 

B. Learning wisdom is more than learning facts; it is to receive correction. 
     1. If what we learn only confirms what we already know, it probably isn’t wisdom we are learning.

Proverbs 15:6
A. Because wisdom and godliness tend to bring prosperity, this is generally true of material treasure. 
    1. Thankfully, the treasure in the house of the righteous isn’t only material; the greater treasure is spiritual.
    2.  “Every righteous man is a rich man, whether he hath more or less of the things of this life.” (Trapp)

B. Even what the wicked man or woman earns (the revenue) can be a problem. Instead of treasure, they have trouble.
     
Proverbs 15:7
A. The wise will disperse knowledge and wisdom. It is within them and will be given to others by the words they say.
b. Since wisdom isn’t in the heart of the fool, they are unable to spread the blessing of wisdom to others 

Proverbs 15:8
A. Without godliness, religious ritual, such as sacrifice, can be an abomination to God----1 Samuel 15:22
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