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Proverbs 27:18    
  A. The worker is worthy of his reward---It is not right to keep the fruit of a man’s labor from him.
  B. In like manner, it isn’t right to keep honor from the one who has faithfully waited on his master. 
      1. God promised to reward those who wait upon Him--- Isaiah 30:18
      2. Do your work diligently and leave promotion and reward up to God.
      3. There are many ways that the Lord may choose to honor His servants:
           a. We are honored with our Master’s approval.
           b. We are honored by being given more to do.
           c. We are honored in the eyes of our fellow servants.

Proverbs 27:19    
  A. Smooth and clear water can give a wonderful reflection of a person’s face.
  B. So the feelings and thoughts that come from our heart reveal us as the reflection in water reveals the face. 
       1. Who we are will eventually be evident to others as our words and actions reveal our heart.

Proverbs 27:20      
  A. The grave and the world beyond will receive humanity and never become full. 
       1. They are used here as figures of something that can never be satisfied.
       2. “The grave devours all which are put into it, and is always ready to receive more and more without end.” (Poole)

  B. So our longing to look upon things we desire will never be satisfied
       1. It must be controlled and brought under God’s dominion. 
       2. The answer is having the need channeled and satisfied in God and what He provides.
            a. “Out of this ever unsatisfied desire spring all the changing fashions, varied amusements, and endless modes of 
                 getting money, prevalent in every age, and in every country.” (Clarke)

Proverbs 27:21           
  A. There is an appropriate place for silver and gold to be refined. It doesn’t happen just anywhere
  B. A man’s value is often known more by what others say of him than by what he thinks of himself. 
      1. A man’s self-estimation can be unreliable.
      2. There are three ways to look at this proverb:
         a. You may know what a man is by the way he accepts praise. 
         b. You may know what a man is by the things he praises. 
         c. a man who treats praise like the fining pot treats silver and gold, purges out the worthless junk 

     3.  “Praise is a sharper trial of the strength of principle than is reproach.” (Bridges)

Proverbs 27:22 
  A. Like crushed grain in a mortar and with a pestle; Solomon pictured a fool being ground up.
  B. Despite such rough treatment, foolishness does not depart from the fool. 
      1. One of the sad marks of the fool is that he will not learn.

Proverbs 27:23-27
  A. Solomon wrote this with images from the world of agriculture, but the principle applies in many other areas of life
      1. We should be diligent to know the state of whatever God has given us management over. 
      2. If you don’t know the condition of something, you can’t effectively manage or lead it.
      3. We should give ourselves to diligent leadership and management because the future is uncertain.
      4. If we don’t take care of what we have, it won’t be able to provide for us in an uncertain future.


