PROVERBS
Ch. 14:11-20
Proverbs 14:11
A. Whatever is built on a poor foundation cannot stand, especially against the storm of God’s coming judgment.
B. The wicked man boasts of his great house and looks down upon his upright neighbor who lives in only a tent. 
     1. However, the tent of the upright is more secure than the house of the wicked.
     
Proverbs 14:12
A. Proverbs often speaks of the path of life a man or woman walks upon. 
     1. This way often seems right to a man, and he wonders why God or anyone else would have a different opinion.
     2. The issue is the deceptiveness of evil.  It promises the good life, but it cannot sustain what it gives

B. Though it seems right, it leads to death
     1. This reminds us that the way of death is rarely clearly marked
     2. The deceptive road leads as certainly to death as the plainly marked one
     3. This makes plain our need for direction from God--- so important that God repeated it again at Proverbs 16:25

Proverbs 14:13
A. The person who often laughs is not always happy----Laughter may be used to mask great sorrow in the heart
B. Laughter and mirth may very well end in grief, especially if they keep us from the fear of the LORD 

Proverbs 14:14
A. Those who decline in their relationship and obedience to God will suffer from it, even if their decline is only in heart. 
     1. Their own “ways” shall come upon them
     2. “The backslider… slides back with an easy, effortless motion...perhaps unsuspected by himself…”  (Spurgeon)

B. The wise ones who do good enjoy God’s blessing and the satisfaction that comes from Him
    1. “Whatever may be within a man…will sooner or later be wrought out into actual experience and visibility” (Morgan)

Proverbs 14:15
A. Those who lack wisdom have difficulty discerning truth from falsehood--- Especially if  someone seems sincere.
B. They don’t believe everything is as it first appears---they think carefully and give consideration to their own steps

Proverbs 14:16
A. A wise man keeps himself far from Evil---He does not test his own strength in resisting evil; he departs from it.
B. Instead of godly fear, the fool rages with outbursts----He is self-confident in his abilities   

Proverbs 14:17
A. Previously, the fool raged; here his quick temper leads him to act out his foolishness. 
B. A man of wicked intentions is understood to be untrustworthy and therefore hated.

Proverbs 14:18
A. For those who willfully reject wisdom, folly is due.
B. The wise enjoy the benefits of their wisdom---Knowledge sits upon them as a graceful and noble crown.

Proverbs 14:19
[bookmark: _GoBack]A. Solomon reminds us that ultimately evil will bow in submission before the good
B. As if they came in humble surrender to the leaders of the city, the wicked will bow at the gates of the righteous

Proverbs 14:20
A. This is another proverb that honestly describes wealth---The poor maybe hated by neighbors---Jesus is their friend! 
B. The friends of the rich might be insincere friends, but there are more of them. 
