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Proverbs 14:30
A. Solomon had in mind heart as a metaphor for our innermost being. 
     1. When we are sound on the inside, it brings health and life to the whole body.

B. The presence of envy is presented as a contrast to a sound heart. 
     1. Envy corrupts us from within and can poison many otherwise good things.
     2. The proverb teaches that to nurse a resentment is bad for body as well as soul

Proverbs 14:31
A. To oppress the poor is to sin against them, but it is also to sin against and to insult God Himself. 
     1. This sin despises the Maker of the poor, the one in whose image all humanity was made.

B. The one who honors and loves God will reflect God’s own mercy on the needy. 
     1. A cold, mean heart towards the poor shows a lack of honor towards God.
     2. This verse warns rulers not to trample upon the rights of the poor

Proverbs 14:32
A. The wicked should be banished, being of no benefit and of definite danger to the community
B. The righteous enjoy refuge in the community, and even unto his death, God demonstrates His care for these persons

Proverbs 14:33
A. The idea is that wisdom finds a suitable home in the heart of those who have wisdom (understanding). 
      1. It isn’t like a temporary visitor; it comes and rests in the heart.
      2. True wisdom sets its throne in the heart  

B. The wisdom or folly of the heart will be revealed----What we are will be eventually evident in what we do.

Proverbs 14:34
A. Righteousness is to follow God’s will and God’s way, and will always exalt a person, family, city, state, or even a nation
     1. This is both because of the natural consequences of righteousness and of God’s active response of blessing.
     2. One might say that the most patriotic thing is to repent of sin and then receive and pursue God’s righteousness 

B. When people reject righteousness and choose sin, it will bring reproach and insult upon them. 
     1. We never gain through our rejection of God and our embrace of sin.
     2. What an enemy an ungodly man is to his country! 
         a. He may talk about his patriotism, but he will only bring disgrace on his people

Proverbs 14:35
A. On a human level, there is nothing greater than the favor of those in places of power and prestige such as kings.      
     1. Having that favor is one of the rewards of wisdom.

B. A Kings power rests on an image of success; therefore, to cause shame is to gain the wrath of the kings of this world.
     1. Both to himself, by his foolish management of the king’s affairs committed to him
     2. To the king, who made so foolish a choice of a servant
          a. We are forever grateful that the King of Kings (1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 19:16) did not despise the shame of our sin, 
               but bore it in Himself on the cross.
