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Proverbs 16:17
A. An upright person knows that their path or highway – should move away from evil, not towards it or with it.
B. Walking on the right way will preserve life---You will stay away from evil that may cost your life or soul

Proverbs 16:18
A. God is opposed to the proud (James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5) it is no wonder that pride goes before destruction.
B. A haughty spirit is one way that pride is evident – an attitude that communicates superiority over other people. 
     1. Those who think themselves higher than others are ready to fall under the judgment of God.

Proverbs 16:19
A. Because pride is an abomination to God (Pro. 16:5) and leads to destruction (Pro. 16:18), it isn’t so bad to live 
     among the lowly and to have a humble spirit

B. A humble life among the lowly is better than having reward among the proud. 
     1. Proud people are not pleasant company
     2. It is never good to join those whom God is set against

Proverbs 16:20
A. Obedience to God – to heed His wisely – will always bring good
B. The good that the obedient will find comes because they have a true and confident trust in God. 

Proverbs 16:21
A. Those who are wise in heart will demonstrate it in their life. Others will see it and call them prudent or wise. 
     1. This is a reminder that true wisdom is demonstrated in life; it isn’t only having good or true thoughts in one’s mind

B. This phrase refers to wise and well-spoken words--- These increase learning, both in the speaker and the hearers.

Proverbs 16:22
A. Wisdom brings life to the wise man or woman. It is like a continually flowing wellspring of life.
B. Wisdom brings life, but it is usually foolish to try to correct a fool

Proverbs 16:23
A. Our wisdom is shown by what we speak, and by the control we have over the words that come from our mouths.      
    1. Godliness and wisdom are evident from what the mouth says or does not say.

B. Wisdom is shown by a heart and mind that are continually learning. 
    1. When learning is added to the lips (the words one says), then a person truly has wisdom and is growing in it.

Proverbs 16:24
A. In Biblical culture, nothing was as sweet as honey from the honeycomb, and pleasant words can be just as sweet 
B. Encouraging and pleasant words bring enjoyment to the whole person (the soul) and health to the body (the bones).

Proverbs 16:25
A. It isn’t enough to feel good about our path or to follow our heart---God’s word is always safer than what seems right
B. Taking the wrong way, even if it seems right, isn’t an innocent mistake.  It is the way of death (also at Pro. 14:12) 


