PROVERBS
Ch. 17:18-28

Proverbs 17:18
A. Wisdom will guard us against foolish partnerships
B. Wisdom also warns us against taking responsibility for the debts of others

Proverbs 17:19
A. There are those who love it when God’s laws are sinfully transgressed and when there is conflict.
B. Those who exalt the leadership of those who love transgression and strife are promoting destruction
     1) Such people should never “sit in the gate” of respect, leadership, and authority.

Proverbs 17:20
A. The one filled with deceit will only find corruption and deceit in others.
B. Wicked and foolish words not only display the evil of someone’s heart, they also lead them into greater evil.

Proverbs 17:21
A. To be the parent of a foolish scoffer (one who foolishly doubts and rejects the truth) is to have sorrow.
   1) Parents should do all they can to not raise scoffers, beginning with believing and living out the truth themselves.

B. There is no pleasure in seeing that your child is a fool. 
    1) There is the pain of the consequences of the child’s folly and the regret of wondering if one parented effectively.

Proverbs 17:22
A. It has been said – no doubt based on this proverb – that laughter is the best medicine. 
B. Those who are defeated and broken in spirit will see the effect in their health and experience of life.
    1) It will feel to them that their life has withered and dried up---This was the feeling David described in Psalm 32:1-4

Proverbs 17:23
A. A bribe to get around normal procedures or to buy favor from officials shows corruption and lack of integrity
B. When favor and a desired outcome depends on bribe money and not fairness and righteousness, justice is perverted.      

Proverbs 17:24
A. The wise see things in the light of their wisdom, which makes everything else clearer and able to be understood.
B. Fools have their eyes everywhere except where they should be
    1) “Our enemy’s great object is to turn the mind away from what is immediate to what is indefinite….Many trifles take 
          the place of the one thing that is needful.” (Bridges)

Proverbs 17:25
A. Parents may find great grief in the foolish character of their children.
B. Because of the maternal instinct and bond, this is especially true for the mother of a foolish son or daughter.

Proverbs 17:26
A. God’s moral order insists that the righteous be rewarded and the wicked be punished. 
B. If a leader is upright, he should never be punished –Uprightness should be rewarded and honored, not punished.

Proverbs 17:27
A. Wisdom may be revealed by the knowledge of when to keep quiet, not by speaking excessively
B. To be constantly agitated and upset is a mark of folly, not wisdom.

Proverbs 17:28
A. There is a wonderful way that even a fool can be considered wise – to not speak
[bookmark: _GoBack]B. If the fool cared about being considered perceptive, this gives an easy way for it to happen. 
