PROVERBS

Ch. 21:23-31

Proverbs 21:23
A. What we say is important---It is good to guard what we say and not to speak everything that comes to mind.
B. Having the wisdom to guard the mouth and tongue will keep us from many troubles.


Proverbs 21:24
A. The scorner is one of the worst fools because he is proud thinks himself better than others 
B. His life will be marked with great pride, and anger---Example: Pharaoh---Exodus 5:2


Proverbs 21:25
A. The lazy man has desire; he just doesn’t have the initiative or the energy to fulfill it. 
     1. His life of unfulfilled desire is unsatisfying and feels as if it kills him. 

B. Since he does not desire to work, he never knows the satisfaction of earned achievement.
    1. This verse teaches that doing, rather than desiring, brings success


Proverbs 21:26
A. The lazy man covets all day long, yet he experiences constant disappointment
B. The righteous, who by implication works hard, is so blessed that he has enough for himself and to give generously.


Proverbs 21:27
A. 1 Sam. 15:22—Religion does not cancel sin---God may regard your religious ceremonies as an abomination.
B. A gift given to win some spiritual favor while continuing in sin, is an even deeper evil


Proverbs 21:28
A. The primary idea here is of one who lies in court, such as at the trial of Jesus (Matthew 26:60)
B. Equally bad is to hear false witness and spread it  


Proverbs 21:29
A. The wicked are often unsympathetic to others---Their face is unfriendly to others, especially towards those in need
B. The upright does not face the same self-made obstacles as the wicked---He goes in the right way


Proverbs 21:30
A. To fight against God is to fight a losing battle---One can never succeed against the sovereign of the universe.
B. God is the God of all wisdom and understanding and counsel, so those things are always for Him and never against 


Proverbs 21:31
A. War horses could be overwhelming against an enemy---It was wise to prepare the horse for the day of battle.
[bookmark: _GoBack]B. Ultimately, one should not trust in horses or preparation, but in God Himself


