PROVERBS
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ch. 22:15-29   

Proverbs 22:15
A. Children naturally sin without being taught how---We inherited this nature from our ancient ancestors, Adam and Eve
B. When wisely and properly applied, physical correction can help drive away a child’s inborn foolishness.
    
Proverbs 22:16
A. There are always those who prey upon their fellow man and will oppress the poor to increase his riches
B. The one who gives to the rich is like the one who oppresses the poor – he has no compassion for those in need. 
    1. An example would be when executives are paid exorbitant sums and overwork their employees
    2.  “The verse observes that it is easy to oppress the poor for gain, but it wastes money to try to buy a patron.” (Ross)

Words of the wise
Proverbs 22:17 begins a new section---Starting here, the structure is often longer and the proverbs have more arrangement according to some theme. Most commentators begin this section here at V. 17 and end it at Pro. 24:22 

Proverbs 22:17-21          The value of the words of the wise
  1. Here we start with another invitation to receive words of wisdom. 
      A. Unless one’s heart and mind are ready to receive wisdom, it does little good to present it. 
      B. There should be a conscious readying of mind and heart to receive.

  2. Several descriptive phrases are used in V. 18
      A. “Pleasant thing”---Wisdom’s way may seem a difficult path, but it is far more pleasant than the way of a fool
      B. “Keep them within you”---HEBREW---in thy belly or “heart” implies receiving in love, and retaining in memory
      C. “Fitted”---Wisdom makes your words “fit” to be heard---A lack of wisdom makes your words into a fit! 

  3. V. 19---True wisdom makes us more dependent on God, not less. 

Proverbs 22:22-23         Treat the poor fairly
  1. The poor deserve protection and compassion---they should not be taken advantage of and robbed
      A. V. 23---God Himself will plead their cause and will plunder the soul of those who plunder the poor. 
      B. Understanding God’s concern for and protection of the poor, wisdom leads us to treat them honorably.
           1) Your treatment of the poor says a lot about your character, and reveals your heart in many ways.
           2) It shows how he treats those whom culture and the community may say are “beneath” him. 

Proverbs 22:24-25           Warning of the angry man
  1. V. 24---Angry people display bad character and can be a dangerous companions--Wisdom chooses friends carefully 
  2. V. 25---His habits will influence yours, so choose friends carefully.

Proverbs 22:26-27             Stay away from the debts of others
  1. V. 26--- Personal debt is to be avoided (Pro. 22:7), so how much more becoming surety for debts of another person.
  2. V. 27---In Biblical times, property could be seized and people made forced servants for the repayment of debts. 

Proverbs 22:28                Respect ancient ways and wisdom
  1. Joshua divided the promised land and placed landmarks showing the boundaries of property   
      a. It was a great crime and scandal to remove these landmarks---Deuteronomy 27:17
      b. in a spiritual sense, we should not defend tradition, but neither should we ignore it just because it is a tradition

Proverbs 22:29                          The reward of excellent work
A. Wisdom pushes us toward excellence. We should work with excellence as unto God and not only to men (Col. 3:23)
B. The excellence of a man or woman’s work can give them great standing in the world. 
C. More importantly, it gives them standing before the King of Kings---Colossians 3:23-24
