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Proverbs 19:1
A. Many proverbs criticize the poor, but this one says that poverty is not always caused by moral failure or weakness 
    1. There are definitely poor people who walk in their integrity.

B. Proverbs shows the disadvantages of poverty, yet it also shows that being poor is not the worst thing a person can be
    1. It is far worse to be a fool who speaks twisted, perverse things.

Proverbs 19:2
A. When a person has no wisdom, it is never good. It may be common, but it is not good.
B. Solomon listed a 2nd thing that was not good – the one who rushes toward sin.
    1. On this side of eternity, we will also struggle with sin, but we don’t have to run towards it. 
    2. We should be those who battle against sin, not run towards it----Not “Sinless” but we could “Sin Less”!

Proverbs 19:3
A. A fool is foolish because they are twisted, crooked--- the foolish man finds his way more and more twisted. 
B. God intended us to be at peace with Him, but because of rebellion, we are in many ways against the LORD. 
    1. Fools will try to blame God when they ruin their lives…The fool is not willing to accept failure as his own. 
    2. Of course, to blame God is also foolish
        a. “Such is a proud spirit. The criminal blames the judge for his righteous sentence.”  (Bridges)

Proverbs 19:4
A. When a person is wealthy, they have many friends!  
     1. Often, these friendships may not be sincere or meaningful

B. The wealthy have friends, but the poor do not---Their would-be friends find it easy to separate from them

Proverbs 19:5
A. In court, it is essential that liars be punished--- Justice depends upon it. 
    1. This principle extends beyond the law into our daily life---God loves truth and wants us to speak the truth

B. Among men, liars sometimes escape the penalty of their sin---With God, liars will not escape  (Matt. 12:36)

Proverbs 19:6
A. When someone has importance, many want their favor in order to gain advantages 
B. Many people offer friendship out of selfish motives. They want the gifts that others may offer

Proverbs 19:7
A. To be poor is often to be rejected by men, even by brothers and friends. 
     1. What a contrast to Jesus, who Himself became poor (2 Cor. 8:9) to draw near to us in our poverty and need.

B. By nature, people run from the poor, even when he tries to persuade and pursue them with words.
     1. In contrast, God pursues the poor and needy.

Proverbs 19:8
A. Possessing and pursuing wisdom is so helpful to us that we should get wisdom simply out of self-interest
     1. In so doing we love our own soul, our own life.
     2. Sinners, on the contrary, are said to hate their souls  (Pro.29:24), because they bring mischief upon them

B. Wisdom isn’t just something to get; it is also something to keep. We find good when we keep understanding

 
