PROVERBS
Ch. 20:1-

Proverbs 20:1
A. This is true in at least two senses. 
     1. Alcohol mocks and fights (Rages) with those who abuse it in any sense. 
     2. Alcohol leads one to be a mocker and a brawler. 
   
B. Wisdom is displayed by the ability to not be led astray by alcohol.
    1. “It deceives by its fragrance, intoxicates by its strength, and renders the intoxicated ridiculous.” (Clarke)
    2. “For when the wine is in the wit (Wise) is out – all the wit out of the head, all the money out of the purse.” (Trapp)
    3. Best way to avoid being led astray is to never start down the path!

Proverbs 20:2
A. This proverb reminds us that those in power and leadership have potential for a great and fearful exercise of wrath.
B. Since a king held the power of life and death over his subjects, provoking him was to endanger one’s own life.    
     1. Knowing this principle should make us more reverent to the King of Kings
     2. It should also make us happy that our King of Kings is rich in mercy and slow to anger (Psalm 103:8, 145:8)

Proverbs 20:3
A. Many feel that honor requires disputes, but this proverb reminds us that it is even more honorable to stop striving
B. While any fool can start or continue a quarrel, it takes a man of honor to stop the fight

Proverbs 20:4
A. Lazy persons always find some excuse to not do work---Any excuse will work when the heart is set on not working.
    1. It’s too early or too late in the season to begin----It is winter, and the ground is too hard for plowing. 
    2. “The right time for planting was the rainy season (Gen. 8:22)----It was cold, wet, and unpleasant.”  (Ross)

B. The lazy man will work----he will work at begging, even during harvest---Often his begging will go unrewarded 

Proverbs 20:5
A. Wisdom may lie deep within a man or woman, and not be immediately seen, but ready in the season of need
    1. The metaphor is of a well with water far underground, requiring a bucket with a long rope to draw to the surface
    2. Often, a person’s real motives are “deep” in that they are difficult to extract---be wary of the pretenses of others 

B. Wisdom not only knows how to get and have wisdom; it also knows how to use it. 
     1. The wise man – the man of understanding – knows how to draw wisdom out for practical and ready use.

Proverbs 20:6
A. Most people feel they are good in their own eyes, and they want others to know all their supposed goodness.
B. True faithfulness in a man is different than self-advertised goodness. 
    1. A faithful man doesn’t want or need to proclaim his own goodness. 
    2. The quiet satisfaction of faithfulness to God and man is enough.

Proverbs 20:7
A. For a righteous person, their upright living and integrity will be actually lived out. They will walk in their integrity.
B. The greatest gift a parent can give to a child is to be a righteous, upright person who will be a blessing to the child.

Proverbs 20:8
A. Kings were also the highest judge---Righteousness was necessary to undergird the whole judicial system!
B. When a people know that evil will be punished by godly and just leadership, it makes evil scatter
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