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Proverbs 22:8
A. A person’s sins (iniquity) are like seeds that are sown. In time they will bring a harvest and the sinner will reap sorrow.
   1. “The crop must be according to the seed….If he sow to the flesh, shall he not of the flesh reap destruction?” (Clarke)

B. These mixed metaphors (harvest to the shepherd’s rod) probably has the idea that when the sinner harvests from the 
     His seeds of iniquity, he will have no defense against it.

Proverbs 22:9
A. God blesses the one who is generous to others. 
     1. God will not allow anyone to be more generous than He is---Luke 6:38

B. One way to express our generosity is to give to the needy. 
     1. His generosity is simply sharing, for he gives of his bread.
     2. This indicates fasting---He gives up something that is his to benefit another
     3. “…because he is not the prisoner of his selfish desires, he achieves the highest degree of self-fulfillment.” (Ross)

Proverbs 22:10
A. The scoffer who spreads cynical discord causes contention. When that scoffer is cast out, then contention also leaves.
B. The strife and shameful insults (reproach) stops when the scorner is gone. This reminds us that an atmosphere of    
     contention, strife, and reproach is caused by people.

Proverbs 22:11
A. Inner purity often shows itself through grace-filled words. These are two marks of godly, wise individuals.
B. This true godliness and wisdom – both on the inside and in spoken words – will make friends in high places. 
     1. It brings ongoing fellowship with God, for such a person walks in the light as God is in the light (1 John 1:6-7)
     2. The greatest men will, or should, desire and highly prize the acquaintance and advice of such persons 

Proverbs 22:12
A. God sees and notes those with wisdom and knowledge---In a sense, we can say that His eyes preserve knowledge
B. The faithless fool can expect that God would overturn their words. He will not stand with or support faithless words
     1. God will cause their distortions of the truth to be shown for what they are

Proverbs 22:13
A. The lazy man, in his imagination, makes crazy and absurd excuses to avoid work
     1. Spurgeon “In both texts the slothful man is represented as having something to say, and I think that there are no 
         people that have so much to say as those that have little to do. Where nothing is done much is talked about.”

     2. “Laziness is a great lion-maker. He who does little dreams much. His imagination could create not only a lion but a 
           whole menagerie of wild beasts; and if some mighty hunter could hunt down all the lions that his imagination has 
           let loose, he would soon distribute herds more, with wolves and bears and tigers to match.” (Spurgeon)

B. The lazy man exaggerates the dangers and troubles outside his door, especially those connected with work.
     1. Lions abide in the woods or fields, not in the streets of towns or cities
     2. “Remove his slothfulness, and these imaginary difficulties and dangers will be no more.” (Clarke)

Proverbs 22:14
A. An immoral woman often sets her trap by the words she speaks. 
B. The wise are discerning enough to stay clear of this deep pit, but the fool is likely to fall there.


