PROVERBS

Proverbs 15:9
A. God considers the sinful life of the wicked as an abomination, even more than their religious ceremonies---Pro. 15:8
b. The one who follows righteousness does so in surrender and love to, and for, God

Proverbs 15:10
A. When anyone departs from God’s path, in mercy God will send them harsh discipline. 
     1. This discipline is a warning and opportunity to change one’s ways.

B. The one who rejects God’s merciful correction seals his own fate and sets his course to the way of death 

Proverbs 15:11
A. These two destinies are symbolically pictured as persons who are before the LORD to serve His purpose. 
     1. The sobering truth is that God has a plan and a purpose for both Hell and Destruction.

B. As God has a plan and a purpose for those destinies, He also has a plan and purpose for humanity 

Proverbs 15:12
A. Because scoffers and fools hate correction, they will hate (not love) the one who brings it.
B. In rejecting correction, the scoffer rejects wisdom and will remain trapped in his folly.

Proverbs 15:13
A. If someone has happiness and joy, it is usually seen on their face. They should have a cheerful countenance
B. Those who have deep sorrow will display their broken spirit. We can observe both with understanding and sympathy f

Proverbs 15:14
A. The scoffer avoids wisdom’s correction, but the one with understanding and wisdom in their heart will seek wisdom
B. In this sense, the normal course of humanity is that the wise become wiser and that fools feed on more foolishness

Proverbs 15:15
A. To live in days of affliction is to know the trouble and evil of life and this fallen world.
B. When a merry heart marks our attitude towards life, there is a sense of continual bounty and enjoyment.
    1. A continual feast: “Hath constant satisfaction and delight in all conditions, yea, even in affliction.” (Poole)

Proverbs 15:16
A. Especially in our materialistic and consumer age, we constantly want more, and we fear living with little. 
     1. Yet life is better with little if lived with reverence and honor to God (the fear of the LORD).

B. To have great treasure and great trouble is not a good life
     1. The fear of the LORD spares us from much trouble and is better to have than great treasure.

Proverbs 15:17
A. The presence of love makes up for a lot. We can live on a humble diet but can never flourish without love.
    1.  “Riches and poverty are more in the heart than in the hand. He is wealthy who is contented. He is poor who wants 
           more.” (Bishop Hall)

B. We may enjoy the abundance of a fatted calf, but hatred will spoil it all. Nothing makes up for a lack of love

Proverbs 15:18
A. When strife is stirred, the usual cause is a wrathful man or woman who does the stirring
B. A wise person is slow to anger, and they have a way of bringing peace and smoothing over contention 
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