PROVERBS
Proverbs 20:19
A. A talebearer or gossip loves to reveal things that should more properly be concealed. 
    1. Some things should be revealed—Eph. 5:11---others not out of love---1 Pet. 4:8---Wisdom will know which is which! 

B. The flatterer will speak against you as quickly as they speak for you---The idea is that he is always ready to talk

Proverbs 20:20
A. Exo. 20:12 tells us to honor our parents ---cursing one’s parents is exactly the opposite of this 
B. God promised to bless those who keep the command to honor father and mother (Exodus 20:12, Ephesians 6:2)   

Proverbs 20:21
A. Inheritances that comes fast and early in life is a dangerous blessing---“Get rich quick” often leads to unwise ends 
B. Gaining too much, too soon, without work, can work against blessing at the end---“Easy come…even easier go!” (Rule)

Proverbs 20:22
A. Wisdom and obedience to God teach us that vengeance belongs to the LORD (Romans 12:19)
     1. Nobody else is fit to wield this---God’s judgment is perfect, while we are blinded by our prejudices and evil desires 

B. Wisdom teaches us to rely on God and trust in Him to recompense evil. 
    1. Not that wisdom is indifferent and never opposes evil, but that many times we should wait for the LORD to save 

Proverbs 20:23
A. When God measures in the physical or moral realm, His measurement is always true---We are to imitate Him 
B. God cares that we do business honestly. 

Proverbs 20:24
A. God guides our steps according to His own will and wisdom---He doesn’t leave it all up to our choices and plans 
B. We are to be humble in our life choices and not think or act as if we have planned our steps.

Proverbs 20:25
A. When it comes to promises of dedication to God, we should avoid the snare of emotional, rash promises----Ecc. 5:4-7
B. Wisdom would have protected us from foolish promises to God to begin with.

Proverbs 20:26
A. A wise king understands how important it is to administer justice, and part of that is to carefully examine the wicked 
B. He then brings whatever punishment is appropriate, to separate the evil from the good 

Proverbs 20:27
a. There are mysteries and truths of the inner man that only the lamp of the LORD can expose---Psalm 119:105
B. God’s word – can search the depths of a man’s heart like nothing else

Proverbs 20:28
A. An earthly king may be preserved by God’s mercy and truth, and by the mercy and truth the king shows to others
B. This is the great covenant love God shows to His people and they should show to others. 

Proverbs 20:29
A. God has designed that young men excel in physical strength, and this is a glory to them. 
B. What the old men lack in strength, they should make up for in wisdom 

Proverbs 20:30
A. Pain is a burden, but it can bring a benefit, If it refines us and cleanses away evil, then something was gained.
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