PROVERBS
Ch. 23:15-35  
I. Wisdom in the “do not” warnings
   1. Vs. 1-3---Do not be deceived at the ruler’s table.            2. Vs. 4-5----Do not make an idol of wealth.
   3. Vs. 6-8---Do not eat at the table of a stingy man.            4. Vs. 9---Do not waste your words on the fool
   5. Vs. 10-11----Do not steal from others.                                6. V. 12---Do not neglect wisdom
   7. Vs. 13-14----Do not fail to correct your children

   8. Vs. 15-16---The joy of a father imparting wisdom.
       a. Here Solomon reflected on his great happiness if his children actually received and lived in this wisdom
       b. When a father hears his child’s lips speak right things, he can believe wisdom has been learned

   9. Vs. 17-18---Do not envy sinners.
       a. “Envy sinners”---An easy trap to fall into because it seems that sin is unpunished and righteousness is unrewarded
           1) Instead of envying sinners, we should be compassionate, for they have nothing to look forward to but death
           2) Better to “fear the Lord, all the day” so we actively recognize the greatness and righteousness of God

       b. V. 18---If this life was all there was, then we could envy sinners---Since there is more, we should be envied!

II. Warnings about wine and women        
    1. Vs. 19-21----The danger of drinking companions.
         a. The drunk and the glutton have a bad future (poverty and rags)---the wise will not share it with them
         b. Drowsiness--This accompanies addiction to wine and over-eating---full stomachs empty the minds 

     2. V. 22---An exhortation to listen to parents.
         a. Wisdom can never be learned until the attention is won. There must be a deliberate effort to listen.
         b. When parents become old, they should receive special attention and care---Ephesians 6:2

     3. V. 23---The attitude to have towards wisdom.
         a. We should be willing to gain truth and wisdom at a cost instead of wanting to forsake it for profit.
         b. “Sell it not; you made a good bargain when you bought it. It has not disappointed you; it has satisfied you, and 
               made you blessed…you will want it…you cannot buy it’s like again; you can never find a better (Spurgeon)

     4. Vs. 24-25---Wise children bring joy to their parents.
         a. It is a great blessing for parents to have righteous and wise children. That parent will delight in them.
         b. One reason to pursue and gain wisdom is that it will make one’s parents glad. 

     5. Vs. 26-28---The danger of the immoral woman.
         a. Give me your heart: Solomon understood that wisdom must be received with the heart. 
             1. It can’t only be a matter of facts or principles memorized---Wisdom must be received into a willing heart
              
         b. “Observe my ways”---Solomon pointed to his own life as an example of the dangers of an immoral woman. 
              1. Later he would not follow his own advice   
               
          c. V. 27-- As an animal might fall into such a deep pit, so the danger of the harlot is real and concealed.

      6. Vs.29-35------The misery of abusing alcohol.
           a. The picture is of those who abuse intoxicants, and who are always looking for a stronger drink (mixed wine)
           b. V. 31---Wine can be pleasing, but those aspects never justify their unrestrained or immoderate use.
           c. Eventually, they will bite and sting---You will see strange things, and your heart will utter perverse things 
           d. The passage describes the increasingly degenerative effects, physical and mental, of the habitual drinker 
           e. Drink and drugs brings physical pain and debilitation, exhausts one’s resources, takes away mental acuity, 
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