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In Proverbs 28, we see God’s Wisdom for Corrupt Times

Proverbs 28:1   
 A. This speaks to the confusion and fear that properly belong to the wicked, not to the godly and wise. 
     1. This is due to being under God’s displeasure and from not having the strength and courage of the Holy Spirit
     2. The proverb implies that a guilty conscience or fear of judgment makes one fearful and suspicious of everyone 

 B. God’s righteous ones stand and with God’s strength, they are bold as a lion.
     1. A righteous man has no need to look over his shoulder
         a. “What is at his heels is not his past, but his rearguard (Psalm 23:6)” (Kidner)
         b. “If guilt brings fear, the removal of guilt gives confidence.” (Bridges)
    
     2. The wicked have reason to fear because they are doomed them to punishment and disaster---- Hebrews 9:27

Proverbs 28:2
 A. A large, multi-layered government can be a curse, often sent because of the transgression of a land
    1.  “Because of a countries’ turning form God, they need a large bureaucracy to keep an eye on one another 
    2. An Arabic curse says, ‘May God make your sheiks many.’” (Waltke)

 B. When God blesses a land with a good leader, that nation will prosper and be prolonged

Proverbs 28:3    
 A. One might think that a poor man would have great sympathy for others who are poor, but this is not always the case 
     1. Matt. 18:23 is an example of this

 B. A destructive rain and oppression leaves the people hungry and without hope
      1. “Put an unprincipled spendthrift in power, and he will be like a destructive flood.” (Bridges)

Proverbs 28:4   
 A. When justice is forsaken, it doesn’t benefit the righteous. It gives benefit and praise to the wicked
      1. Soon, all is relative; and with moral relativity, all manner of wickedness becomes acceptable  
      2. Praising the wicked may mean that they were no longer able to discern good from evil

 B. Those who do honor and promote the rule of law will resist wickedness. 
      1. They understand that God gives law and government to restrain and contend with wickedness---Rom. 13:1-7

Proverbs 28:5
 A. There are those who do not understand the principles of justice and how they apply to themselves
     1. Since they are spiritually blind, they are further blinded by their prejudices, passions, and by the god of this world

 B. The godly understand justice and much more. They seek the LORD, fear the LORD, and have His wisdom.

Proverbs 28:6
 A. There are worse things than poverty---Not living in integrity is worse. 
      1. Better to be poor with integrity than to be a perverse rich man

 B. We are defined more by our character than by our bank account or worth.
     1.  “Many will wish that they had lived and died in obscure poverty rather than having been entrusted with riches, 
            which only made them boldly sin with a high hand against God and their own souls.” (Bridges)


