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I. Wisdom in the “do not” warnings
    1. Vs. 1-3---Do not be deceived at the ruler’s table.
         A. The idea is of a generous invitation to eat with powerful people at a table loaded with delicious food
         B. If you are vulnerable to these temptations of power and luxury, then beware (put a knife to your throat).
             1) The expression means “to curb your appetite” or “to control yourself”

        C. Given to appetite---Referring to food here, can be interpreted broadly with reference to all appetites. 
             a. Total prohibition is needed for a person who cannot control his appetites 

        D. Deceitful---The warning is that the ruler wants something from you---it isn’t free!
 
   2. Vs. 4-5----Do not make an idol of wealth.
        A. It is possible to worship work---Don’t let it and wealth that comes from it become an idol
        B. The riches that may come from that work are too vulnerable and temporary to be a worthy focus of our life.

   3. Vs. 6-8---Do not eat at the table of a stingy man.
        A. The ruler’s table was a dangerous place, but so is the table of the miser, the one with an evil or ungenerous eye.
        B. This person secretly grudges the meat which he sets before you 
            a. He doesn’t really want you to enjoy yourself at his table, because he wants to keep more food for himself. 
            b. The table of the miser will be so unpleasant that what you enjoyed will come back to bother you. 

       C. These proverbs show that wealthy people often are viewed as suspicious, and their company is not always valued

   4. Vs. 9---Do not waste your words on the fool
       A. This assumes that the one doing the speaking is not himself a fool and is a wise man.
       B. The fool will not receive or appreciate your wisdom. It will be like throwing pearls before pigs (Matthew 7:6)

   5. Vs. 10-11----Do not steal from others.
       A. These old landmarks are again referenced---Moving the landmark was a way to steal from your neighbor
            1. Symbolically, the ancient landmark was a tradition or custom from ancestors.

      B. It was especially evil to take some of the harvest from those who had trouble protecting it (Fatherless)
      C. The orphan and all who are vulnerable have a special protector against all who would take what they have
           1. Usually a relative, but God would also take up their cause (Gen. 48:16; Exodus 6:6; Job 19:25; Isaiah 41-63)

  6. V. 12---Do not neglect wisdom
      A. Wisdom can be given out, but it must be received to be of any lasting good. 
      B. We mostly receive wisdom by what we hear, especially in the guidance we receive wise individuals. 
      C. When the heart and the ears work together to receive wisdom, much is gained.

   7. Vs. 13-14----Do not fail to correct your children
       A. The concept here is that correction properly belongs to a child and to not bring needed it is to withhold it
           1. This is correction, not a literal beating---the rod must be applied with affection and respect for the youth
           2. “This text does not justify brutalizing children. Parents who find it only too easy to apply the rod, and especially 
                 those who lose their tempers when doing so, should consider Ephesians 6:4” (Garrett)

     B. “Hell”---Sheol which first has the idea of the grave. Can be used of both physical and eternal death


