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     5. Vs. 13-16---The nature of the lazy man
         a. The lazy person will create any excuse to avoid work---V. 13
             1) A lion in the road was a virtual impossibility in Biblical times. 
             2) This lazy man uses creative talent  and work hard to avoid working! 

         b. A door turns on its hinges and the only turning the lazy man does is on his bed----V. 14
             1)  “The humor in this verse is based on the analogy with a door—it moves but goes nowhere. Likewise, the 
                   sluggard is hinged to his bed.” (Ross)

         c. V. 15---The lack of energy and initiative in a lazy man is so great that he won’t care for his own needs
             1) The very thought of exertion exhausts him!

         d. V. 16---One thing that the lazy does not lack is a high opinion of himself. 
            1) He has great confidence in his own abilities but never seems to accomplish much.
            2)  7 refers to perfection, abundance, or multitude. He is wiser in his own eyes than a multitude of wise men 

   B. The wise person avoids sins of speech.
        1. V. 17---The wisdom of not interfering in the disputes of others.
            a. Some find it irresistible to get involved in the disputes of other people. 
                1) The quarrel doesn’t really belong to them, but he makes it his own. 
                2) Jesus knew when to not get involved in another’s dispute---Luke 12:14

            b. It is a bad idea to take a dog by the ears---It’s hard to keep from getting bit, and the dog never appreciates it!
                1) “Not even Samson grabbed the foxes by their ears!”---(Waltke)
                2) Most dangerous police calls are “domestic disputes”!

       2. Vs. 18-19---The danger of the practical joker
            a. A man who plays tricks, then covers it by saying, “I was only joking!” is a dangerous and unwelcome companion

       3. Vs. 20-22---The dangerous words of the talebearer (Gossip)
           a. Just as wood fuels a fire, so the talebearer or gossip fuels strife----James 3:6
           b. V. 21--Strife doesn’t create itself.  It has a maker, and it is the contentious talebearer 
           c. The words of a talebearer may inflict irreparable injury 

       4. V. 23---Fair words from a foul heart
           a. This is an example of something that looks superficially good, but is actually worthless 
               1) “Because of its silvery gloss, this slag was used as a glaze for ceramics.” (Waltke)
               2)  “Lips which make great professions of friendship are like a vessel plated over with base metal to make it 
                      resemble silver; but it is only a vile pot, and even the outside is not pure.” (Clarke)

       5. Vs. 24-26-----The secret hater
          a. It is common for those who hate others to disguise it with their words. They don’t want to be known as a hater
          b. This person deceives others and himself.  He imagines himself to be a better man than is actually true 
          c. Eventually--in the world or the world to come--His wickedness and evil heart will be revealed
                    
      6. Vs. 27-28----The appointed judgment on the lying tongue
          a. People often reap what they sow---Dan. 6:24-28; Esther 7:10
              1. “Lies destroy those whom they deceive. Therefore the liar despises the truth as well as his victims.” (Garrett)

          b. Flattery builds pride and manipulates others for deceptive goals. 
